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GINA MINICHINO

TASTY REALISM
FEBRUARY 6 - MARCH 10, 2018

George Billis Gallery is pleased to announce Gina Minichino and her
new series of paintings, Tasty Realism, at the New York location. This
exhibition, will run from February 6 - March 10, 2018. The opening
reception will be held at the George Billis Gallery located at 525 West
26th Street between 10th and 11th avenues on Thursday, February 8th
from 6 - 8 pm. Gallery hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 10 - 6pm.

“I like to think that my food paintings are a bit of a time capsule...
especially the foods in their package. I like to explore the contrast
between a wrapper and the edible that is inside, sometimes peeking out.
The graphic design of the package is such a big part of the attraction,
and I like to be able to preserve some of them in my paintings for all
time.

To me, the delicacies I paint represent comfort. But more than that,
as an adult, I'm fascinated by how the products have come to look.
They are made to draw us in. The thought brings me back to a college
assignment that instructed us to make something beautiful out of a
practical object from industry, something not meant to be attractive.
We were hard-pressed to find an object that fit this description. The
challenge of that assignment has stayed with me over the years and I
often return to it as I do my current work. All of these things are meant
to look a certain way. Many people have played a part in presenting us
with a visual that would make us spend our money, and actually eat
the product!
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Trolli Squiggles, oil on panel, 9x12” -

I had been a bit of a pack rat in my youth, and recently I've been
exploring the objects I've collected. My desire is to paint some of my
collectibles as a final expression of my relationship with them, and
hopefully... ultimately, let them go.

Whether the subject is food or a toy, I like to represent these objects in
a quiet and contemplative form, I believe they can represent a time of
joy or even bring out some darkness in their solitude.”

The George Billis Gallery marks its 20th year in the Chelsea Art district
and its sister gallery is located in the burgeoning gallery district of
Culver City in Los Angeles. For more information, please contact the
gallery via e-mail at gallery@georgebillis.com or visit our website at
www.georgebillis.com.

Chocolate Ice Cream Cup, oil on panel, 5.75x5.75”
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