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hile Stephen Magsig is attempting

to paint looser and less realistic for

his new exhibition, his paintings
scem to be gerting larger and more detailed.
While he will include several smaller paintings in
his show at the George Billis Gallery in Chelsea,
many of the paintings will be berween 4 and
6 feer across, much like the signature piece,
Hudson and Perry.

“I've backed off a slight bit from where
I was in previous years and now I'm closing in
an specific buildings,” says Magsig. “Some of
the work are poreraits of buildings that are more
detailed, more reflections, just more geing on
than usual. Light plays an imporant role in
these new paintings, as does shadows, reflections,
reflective lighe—all of that.”

The wwouble for Magsig comes from
balancing the realism of his work with more
abstract, painterly qualities.

“I've always been a realist, that is who I am
and what I am,” explains Magsig. “However,
lately I've been trying to go mare in the opposite
way, direct and spontancous like some of the
small paintings | do. I struggle with thar, however,
because I'mi not trying to be a photorealist and
I wane to be a loose painter, but there is a fine
line between loose and sloppy. So it is difficule
for me to loosen up as much as T wane wo.”

Magsig enjoys being able to step away from
the work and see the whole paintng in a more
realist tone and then, upon closer examination, it
falls apart into abstractions of light and color.

“Light and color seem to be what I'm
working with the most now,” says Magsig. “Some
paintings deal with light, some with the absence
of light and some with reflective light and rhings
going on in the window. There also is a wide
color range, even in the whires, from yellow to
mauve to light green to blue o deep blue and
then to purple, I like finding color where there
typically isn't any there.” &
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