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KAREN WOODS

The Passenger’s Perspective
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Air pravel is fraught with wadting
wibting. WAl lf',"':;--u:!ulhh_. En, getting
the loggege In-;-;n:-ﬂ. boardirg, the jolwa
i the alile of the plase. Even when a
raveler i in their seal, the waiting has
seemingly just begun as the plase neadie
for puahback From the gate, taxds around
tha terminal, swslie cabaoll mmd sventgs
ally soars into the ks Fas anes Wepds,
all thas walting cesnes with an emotianal
benebt: tme to think, lister and scare o
the window in diep piblection.

“Kirplanes differ from other forms of
transparation. Cinee thay close the calan
door, the jeurney beging The window
provides paychalogloal space for private
thoughts even theugh ane i sursunded
by peopae she smye. "The moments before
takecff nnd after landing are the most
palgrinL And a Ry aligy ramkes thiv sven
meeore a2, Mot of all, however, moving senots
the tnnmiee, sewing el the lighte T find iz
eciting and reliodng at the same time”

As n response to this time waiting on
airplancs, Wasds has tusned 1o palnting
what ghe sees [rom the oval window nen
i ber. The works, many of wiikth feiteee
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airplanes parked against an adiacent
terminal or of raicraoaked wanac, B imo o
lager body of work based arcund trwvel. The
rEw pleces will b gm view stariing ke
25 at Georpe Billis Callery in s Yook Cine
*Tharse Hew paintings ane sbout being &
passenges bt b benving returing home,
marving and pasing and the pecalar wiy
the reaveler seee the aunside warld” the
bahorbased painter says, “Tve pusposatfully
included diffecent forms of transpeintion
in thie body of work, becnuse each form
effors ite own vicerpeing tpoed and sones:
vian, [ Bke vhe faer thay the time wo spend
commuting (s usually spent in redection
o thatt comrentional produstbving”
Weeods, who works o a foemer electrical

repair shop that she shaces with thee other
astiass, rpacally painta e Yook City Tt haa
o mush to offer—ooloms, complsated stroets
and |:g:11.1.. conaimoction projects, p’.luu Eo)
Ay wagys bo gt around. i 1o time thess
wimita toondneicde with man anear, bat D et
aberayen 30 hacky” she sven “Wheneres 1 ga,
1 by sk for st by thee seindow™

I sevieral of b i wistkoe—ach aa Blice
Bridge and Ourside the Starton=Yloods
paints water droplets on the window as
the goone bepond s Blared and dlstant.
The compostticn and themes of such a
work lond themselves 1o all soms of mote-
phorical interpretations. “1t's absalutely
mataphorical, foe an uncentain future
end ar wneersin wey forward, and all tha

emations that accompary the joarmsy. The
coid ahad may book threstening oF i ey
look secene. Nonetholess, there is beaury
in the ueceriaknty.” ahe says, "Bt thess
metaphors ane discovered in hindsight—=the
=i nlwed Elqi:nl irxJ:.. Whar inistea gqil::i-q;
b puze visual pleasuze In the colom and
movement of any ride, angwhire. [ hegin
with stascke of prioted pistures—seme of
my owns and pome that friends have passed
alonn The imege st e nostrong wigual
and ermoticnal pudl for me to insest the sime

and mancal enangy 1o paie o™ @
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