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George Billis Gallery is pleased to announce Paul Chojnowski and his latest work at the New York location. This exhibition will run 

from January 14 through February 8, 2020. The opening reception will be held at the George Billis Gallery located at 521 West 26th 

Street,  7 floor, between 10th and 11th avenues on Thursday, January 16th from 6-8pm.

I have been burning images into wood and paper as a means of drawing for over two decades. During that time I have continued 

to refine and at the same time experiment with the process. Using propane torches I burn, scorch, re-burn, sand and scratch the 

surface of paper or wood to create my drawings.

My earlier work, the Nocturne Series was inspired by walking at night in the light filled 

streets of American cities; those drawings were often mistaken for soft focus sepia toned 

photographs. My present work is a considerable departure in regard to content, execution and 

appearance - from those dark, abstracted cityscapes, my current drawings are light filled, clearly 

rendered landscapes. The burning process I use to make my drawings evolved differently for 

each series. Experimentation (in both bodies of work) is 

always important to me and always informs the resulting 

image. In the case of the Nocturnes the image arose from 

intermixing water with the flame from a large industrial torch. With these new works, I’ve 

tried to create a visually stimulating accumulation of (often minuscule) marks on the wood 

surface using the tiny flame from a jeweler’s torch. I want the myriad of marks and the wood 

grain to suggest the treetop leaves, the forest floor or drifting snow - in short, the illusion of 

space and light in the natural world. When not in the studio, I take every opportunity to spend 

my free time outdoors in each of the distinct seasons we enjoy in New England. These new 

works are rooted in and inspired by my cycling, hiking and splitboarding trips in the Berkshires Hills of western Massachusetts.

The George Billis Gallery marks its 23rd year in the Chelsea Art district and its sister gallery is located in the burgeoning gallery 

district of Culver City in Los Angeles.  For more information, please contact the gallery via e-mail at  gallery@georgebillis.com or visit 

our website at  www.georgebillis.com
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Views of the Valley , burned, 
scorched & sanded Baltic Birch with lacquer, 12x12”

Hemlock Trail, Autumn, burned, 
scorched and sanded Baltic Birch,  12x12”


